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Notes from the Editor

Welcome to the New Year from your President and Committee.

As you may be aware things change, events happen which are beyond your direct control, new discoverie
made and some things even improve. This is as true in our fieldssifaster any other.

The contents of this Newsletter seemed to be a bit thin at the end of the year and | was in doubt as to whe
could use to make another interesting Newsletter. Thereseyarticles started to roll,inew events
happened and ngfoom vanished!

So we now have several reports on events, and exhaustive list of past Lichfield hostelries and an interesti
to S America as well as our usuatestabout the Lectures to come.

| hope you find it interesting as | find it to edit!

Paul Norris

The Turin Shroud

It is now 25 years since samples from the Turin Shroud were examined by accelerator mass spectrometry
dating by three independelaboratoriesTheresults showed that the fabric of #eoud dated from AD 1260

to 1390leading to theonclusion that the Shroud was, like many other sefitsdieval forgery. Almost at
oncedoubt was cast on the residisreasons varying from the plaudiblithe fatuous and to the insultifigne
scientists who made the original exatioin in 1989 have seen no reason to change their conclusions and ste
by the experimental work they carried out then.

In 2013 Italian scientists came to a different conclusion with themagianof samples taken in 197€ing a
combination of Ramaandinfrared spectrometry antechanical textile breaking parameters, and claimed that
these methods showed a date consistent with that of the Crucifixion. Their technique is new and has been
criticised on the basis that it has not been properly valssgtet to have been developed specifically to
address the issue of the Shroud and is not one normally used by archaeologists and historians to date ob

This one will run and run. The scientists who examined the samples in 1989 are not against further
exaninationsthere are new C14 dating methods available including laser ablation which will allow various |
of the linen fibres to be datedus making one of the original, moregitdel objections to the resuttgat the

dates found were due tarfsce contamination of the sample®levant .

So wdook forward to further testingt this rate there will be little of the Shroud left in a century or two of
repeated testing as new techniques are developeel prabiém will become pointless

See Chemistry World January 2014 for a lengthier discussion.
Richard Totty January 2014
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Lecture Meetings for January to May 2014

2T February 2014

7" March 2014

2F March 2014

4" April 2014

11" April 2014

2" May 2014

Robin Mathams and David Barrett The Trent Valley Railway

Robin and David are both railway enthissestl will tonight present to us a talk
covering the history of the Trent Valley Railway, the proposed routes and the politica
intrigue that was associated with it.

Dr. William Purkis Hunting for Relics on the First Crusade

William Purkiss a historian of Medieval Religious culture (ed81D) with particular
interests in crusading, pilgrimage and monasticism. This is the subject of the talk this
evening

William is Lecturer at Birmingham University.

Prof. David Mattingly The Garamantes of the Libya Sahara
A Lost civilisation beyond the Roman Frontier.
David Mattingly is Professor of Roman Archaeology at Leicester University.

The talk tonight is about the Garamantes the important people of the Sahara Desert
extendsrom the Fazzan Project and is beyond the boundaries of the Roman Empire
within the Sahara Heartlands.

Dr. Turi King Genetics and Peopling of Britain

Turi King is a Research Fellow and Project Leader of The Impact of Diasporas also ¢
isa Lecturer in Genetics and Archaeology at Leicester University.

The talk tonight will be about Genetics and their impact on the making of Britain.

Emma-Jayne Hopla Drowned Landscapes

Emma is a Quaternary Palynologist at Birminghawersity with a particular interest

in prehistory and human impact on early Holocene Environments. The talk tonight w
take us into the research and results devoted to the Pre inundation of the Southern
North Sea or Doggerland as it has become todvenkoy.

Steve Dean Staffordshire Update

Steve is returning this season to present an update on the Archaeological happeninc
within Staffordshire during the last couple of years together with an update on the lat
finds from The Hammerwich Hoard.
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Birmingham Central Library

The new libraryniBirmingham has been open for a couple of months and rather belatedly | have managed
visit it. From the outside the golden ddregucture is interesting amredhiniscent of a cross between Selfridges
andthe Sikh Gurdwara in Smethwiakd it enhancémit does not dominate the open space in front. Inside the
ground floor is open to the Repertory Theatre foyer creating a large and airy space with an atrium of sevel
floors in the library itself. The upper floors of the circular atrium are lined Wihabhdahe walkwatfsat

allow staff to access theimthe manner of@ineteenth century Reading Ro@ff the atrium are open plan
spaces for study@ access to books and journaith seveal coffee shops sprinkled around so that one can
refresh onesdf whilst studying. There are also plenty of toilets. Outside are extensive terraces from which o
can admire the view of central Birmingham although on the cold and damp November day that | was there
one was using t hem a ther. Visits byrelevataraoshe toof wereupophlar bub brief.e e

On the fourth floor is the newdal and family history sectiail very modern with brand new equipment. The
elderly microfilm readers have been replaced by state of the art scanneafgtitiieréems that used to be

on open shelves are now housed in mobile shelving of the type that permits storage of large amounts of
material in a small space. My acquaintance with these has been with the type that require one to turn a wt
move themand create a passage through the units which one can enter to select an item. But these are
motorised with a complex system of buttons and flashing lights. At my first attempt to open them a nice yo
lady ran out from the reception desk and gave meafu t ut or i al I n using then
in spite of the instructions printed on them I
house all the items that were freely available on open shelves in the @ddisoamng are now in the stacks

and can only be retrieved on request.

Inside the family/local history centre is the grandly named Wolfson Centre for Archival Research which is 1
old Birmingham Archivesinanv gui s e. | t el lit with mtpral lghbtoddooks pleasam to

work irp one bonus is that it is open six days a week. The downside it that appointments made in advance
necessary and they will not accommodate bookings at short notice although apparently one is allowed in 1
up indices housed in the Centre without an appointment. They would also like you to order items in advan
listing items in order of priority as they can only retrieve a limited number of items. This seems to spell the
of open ended searching throngdterial following a lead.

| t s s ai d expensive kbrary im the woddstther eds certainly a | ot
become fully familiar with how it works. But there is really no point in such new buildings unless thet servic
they provide is similarly state of the art. The day that | was there Prince William was visiting and there we
crowds inside and outside to seehimb ut t her e werendt many peopl e
Anyway go and seeitfoourséf;i t 6 s worth a visit and the histor)
of records for Staffordshire.

RichardTotty NovembeR013

Staffordshire History Day

The next Staffordshire History Day will be held at the Kingston Centre in StaffatadaySL5 March 2014
starting at 10.00 am. This event is organised by the Staffordshire Archives and Heritage Service in partne
with Keele and Birmingham Universities. There will be a number of speakers covering a variety of topics ir
Staffordshire ktory but the programme is not finalised at the time of writing. See the Staffordshire Archive
Facebook page for more details. Tickets cost £19 each and include lunch drinks and parking. This is a poj
event and last year tickets ran out quite 3bene will be stalls staffed by representatives of many
Staffordshire History Societies and ample opportunitgtiworkingmeeting old friends and renewing
acquaintanceships.

If you would like to purchase tickets for the Staffordshire History Day quiatet Marie Rayson on 01785
278380email mad.rayson@staffordshire.gov.uksend a cheque to Marie Rayson at Staffordshire Record
Office, Eastgate Street, Stafford ST16 2LZ Richard Totty

Paget of 18



Blast from the Past Present a Brief History of Music, A Review.
The Guildhall, Lichfield Friday, Novemb@2a13

This was a new venture for the society, organised in association with Lichfield Arts. Blast from the Past
promi sed o0a Vvibrmosical vDNApi tEtaometbé GUBth to
disappointed as Chris Green (voice, fretted instruments and virginal) and Sophie Matthews (voice and
woodwinds) interpreted over 600 years into 90 minutes of fast moving and engaging enteaiathatlent
performed in appropriate costumes of each represented period.

0OSumer I|Is lcumen I n6 is the oldest known song i
second oldest oMiri It 1 s06 f eatnumberdfinSrorpehtstebeon t
played. Both songs were sung in Middle English and both were commentaries on the English weather.

Two branles (or brawlesmusic for courtly dances from the
C14th featured the virginal and crumhorn; a maggot, the
mandicello and recorder. In introducing each piece, the history
of the time was related to set the song in context. The reason
behind the dvelopment of musical instruments was also
explained, as each new one was introduced.

John Dowlandds romantic o0Con
2 Chris on vihuella, was followed by an explosion of extraneous
sound.This apeared to bewilder the musiciansl it was

pointed out that it was festive fireworks.

The disturbing o0"BeatyCld)Mtoldal yeggars, (wHo &eigreed nemtal illness by
pretending to be former inmates of t heWB®eda$Iteme
Fool Now?06 featured European bagpipes and the r
on the night, but | would not wish to live close to anyone practising it.

ThomasD 6 U rwlasedgscribed as a prolific song writer, busewvork is little known these days due to his
inability to write anything other than the obsc
fulfilled expectations, despite Sophie singing an abridged version.

0OTom Tr ough 6,tCI8th wanwritténdy e a r |
Charles Dibdin, who was given the task by the British
government to write a series of songs to keep alive the
national feeling against th
young woman who dressed and armed herself as a
highwaymarin order to test her suitor.

The Victorian period includ
Dondét Weep for Med, with it
f began with a rendition of 0
! This was foll owed by aisymost
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Pack Up Your Troubles/ I tés a Long Way to Tippe

Il n all, a most enjoyable and educational evenin
part music history,parassh d up showé. Certainly the preparati
together with their musicianship and wit produced a memorable and enthralling evening.

Review by Peter Evans.

Pictures Copyright of D Carter/Lichfield Arts

Addendum

Why haso little Early English music survived, with other countries having a longer tradition?
Why did the crumhorn have a curved end, whilst the shawm and rauchspfeife were straight?
Why did the guitar develop in Spain, whilst the rest of Europe continueditdHevute?

These and many other fascinating questions were answered on the night. They may, however, be of intere
others to debate.

P.E.
Autumn 2013S A H'S LecturesAn Appreciation.

Havinghad some small experience of finding and booking gbaeis to give interesting and stimulating
presentations, may | express my thanks and admiration to our own Brian Bull for a particularly good set of
lecturers and lectures this last Autumn.

The process of:
Researching and locating suitable people and:

a) Agreeing a topic

b) Agreeing a date to fit in with our meeting dates

c) Organising the meeting and greeting of each presenter, making them feel welcome

d) Carrying the stress of adashute postponement or change of lecturer because of illness or bad
weatherequires a great deal of time and energy

We tend to take all this for granted sometimes.

This last series of lectures has been varied in topic, covering an historical range of dates from the Neo
through to 1916, via the Stone Age, afidCEdituryEngland.

We have been entertained with the court plays of Charles I, their political meanings, a study of a Cath
house which played such a prominent role in the flight of Charles I, how to recognise the sites of Neoli
longhouses in the landscapée a dramatic interpretation of the newest archaeological finds of burials at
nearby Fin Cop. A recent similar discovery of women and child burials at Stonehenge confirmed the
interpretation. Our nearby Peak District site of Fin Cop is really up! to date

The Zeppelin raid on Walsall was so out of our experience it took most of us by surprise. How could th
centre of England be in such danger? Surely an invasion force had to land on our shores first! It was
amazing to taken through the processes b whiiosery recent ancestors dealt with an attack for which
there was no precedent.

The crowning glory was the account of the well publicised finding of the skeleton of Richard Il under a
park in Leicester. Brian excelled in giving us the actual whospecognised the significance of skeleton
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on site. Matthew Morris skilfully set the scene for us in Leicester and led us through the archaeological
processes of this delicate investigation within what is now a built up area. No wonder we queryed up tc
the book.

Thank you Brian Bull

Jean Norris

Field Trip to Northampton to Visit Three Medieval Churches
Saturday May 18013

Northampton rose to national significance during the Middle Ages, with the establishmennhgbtdortha
Castle. This was built under the stewardship of Simon de Senlis, the first Earl of Northampton in 1084. No
remains of the castle bar a postern, that has been dismantled from its original position and rebuilt into the
of Northampton Railwa$tation. The Town Walls, built by Simon de Senlis, as well as the Priory are also at
from the townscape. However, his |l egacy can be

St Peterds Church i n Ma-Tagloras one ohedest English pausth endrchesy A
The church is constructed in reddish ironstone and a yellow oolitic limestone. These two colours of stone «
used alternately and to great effect both internally and externally for decorative purposes.

The capital sculptels are most certainly one of the highlights of the Romanesque in England. These are cal
into a variety of designs, including faces, foliage, animals, birds andnalbissticthe south aisle is a Saxon
grave slab carved with birds, beasts andea Kam.GeorgeGilbert Scott restored the church in the 1850s.

His son, John Oldrid Scott carried out a scheme of decoration using stencils on the east wall.

The memorials in the church include one to the famous geologist William Smith, who diechimth838w
and is buried in the church yard. The memorial consists of a bust carved by Matthew Noble.

Lunch was taken at All Saintsd Church in the to
Fire of Northampton in 1675, when three tprarof the town was destroyed in just 24 hours. Charles Il gave
1,000 tons of timber for the rebuilding and Hen
the comparison bet ween Al Sai nt s lewndan@&herwelChr i s
known Great Fire cannot be ignoédaarrel vaulted with a huge dome and columns with Corinthian fluting.
The eating techniques of SAHS members could also not be ignored. The homemade tomato soup was se
inside a large hollowed ontldreshly baked bread bun. Watching the different methods of consuming the m
was akin to a trial in experimental archaeology!

A few members spent the midday break at the Charles Rennie Mackintosh house in Derngate, though Bet
and myself discoveréhe delights of the old Court House before paying a cursory visit to the museum with t
worl dds | argest collection of historical footwe

In 1096 Simon de Senlis would have seen the Holy Sepulchre on the First Crusade to the Holy Land. On |
safe rettn to Northampton he built a round church approximately half the size of that in Jerusalem. It is the
largest of the few remaining in England. The round nave has eight columns supporting a triforium, which v
being set up for an evening concert. In tf#hC4 conventional nave, chancel and aisles were added and the
ubiquitous Sir George Gilbert Scott extensively restored the church in the early 1860s. A more recent rest
costing £1.2m has just been completed.
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St Seps, as it is known affectionétglpcal people, is also the Garrison church of the former
Northamptonshire regiment. There are a large number of military memorials preserved within it, the signifi
of which were expertly explained to us.

Finally, we were well supplied with tea,véiahds and cake by the parishioners in the adjacent church hall,
before returning home after a full day in a town that few of us had previously explored.

Trip organised and reviewed by Peter Evans

N.B. Please rest assured that | contacted the Chuottses\@tion Trust on the Monday following our field
trip to Northampton. | asked that the two volun
their valour and good humour on the day. | thought that their effort was magnificent aqgbracicteal by

our members.

P.E.

The Future of Staffordshire Archives.
Major changes are being planned for the Staffordshire Archive(S&@ice

Firstly a contract has been signed for the digitisation of all parish registers held by thedetievesth all
original wills and marriage bonds. These are expected to be available on line in the summer of this year.

Secondly a new extension is planned for the Record Office in Stafford , which will house an enlarged rea
room , a room for reishments and new archive storage areas. When this is cobamgletere is no clear
timescale as y@&@the William Salt Librgiw/SL)in Stafford and Lichfield Joint Record OfficRO)will close

and their contents transferred to the Stafford RecomeOfihese plans have been approved following public
consultation last year and more consultation is in progress.

What will remain in Lichfield is the Local History Collection in Lichfield Library, enhanced with the microfili
and microfiche items now irchfield Joint Record Office , forming a small but well equipped facility for local
history research.

The main driver for these changes is financial with savings coming from the closure of two facilities and a
revenue stream coming from the digitised recdtdr the first time all material held by Staffordshire Archives
will be under one roof and this will be of real benefit to those interested in historical research . However we
lose the use of two long standing reading rooms in the process. hasvexpected that actual use of reading
rooms will decline sharply when the digitised material becomes available later this year.

Richard Totty January 2014

Further Information about the Archive Servicéroposals.

| went to the Consultation Morning hetLichfield Library on Friday 17 January in the morning.

| was abl e t o tdkavtheoamna Teuyt Headrof Ahcbiues addsHeritage. She has been an
Archivist for 20 years or so and has been in post at Stafford for three years. This would be the third buildir
project she has had to oversee. | also met Tina Nixon from Strategic.FBBbpdras been advising JT how to
process the requirements through the Council System and get the Site plans produced by Entrust, a Cour
SubsidiatyThere were two other men attending, one from 'Community' or something like and the other was
somethingd do with the project | think.

JT was very open and forthcoming about the drivers behind the proposals.

1 Public use of the reading rooms is falling, especially at the William Salt Library (WSL) (possible result of
reduced hours?).
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2 Rising cost of WSlud to old building and equipment, especially equipment like the Air Conditioners.
3 WSL does not meet the requirements for long term storage of records.
4 Increasing demand for-bine access requiring digitisation of records.

The proposals that are oat tomment are the result of much detailed work by her staff to reach a working
compromise between the Council's demands that Archive and Heritage reduce their Budget (amount not
mentioned!), to enable the existing document Storage at Stafford to thgreseertextent

to respond to users demands for morére@naccess and at least produce a more accurate Index of total
content!

When W§ were askelow big their Archive wathey didn't know so iigld to be measurethe current

volumes are SR8D0cubic Metre, (cM), LRO 280 cM and WSL 110AtMresent just to handle the SRO
volume they have had to build a Document Archive 'pod' inside an industrial unit at Beaconside. This Unit
now been certified by outside assessment andeimagiven an awndy along with SKRO.

The LRO would be closed (eventualhg replaced by a separate Local Family History and Heritage Centre
which will have Otine and Microfiche readers as now. There will be no access todocgimaints. Thiwill

be Library runrad keep Library Hours. In addition ALLfietedshire Libraries will haveeé access to the Find

My Past website (see Digitisation Project on StaitébSitgpages.). Apparently there has been an outbreak of
thefts of Microfiches! How you can read thehoate | don't know! They have master copies which will be
used for the Digitisation, for which the contract has been let for seven years with an extension for a furthel
three. All scanning will be done at Stafford!

Quote:
* A all libraries and redficé®in Staffordshire and Stoke ywuTwéhbe able to use Find My Past to view the
‘Staffordshire Collection' and download images free of charge. '

Private access at home is quite expensive, really only for enthusiasts and professiona3Viia
months for Censu& Birth, Marriage & Deaths. PAYG options are available as well. The rates go up to £16(
for World Acceswhichincludes US, Aust., NZ and IRL.

SRO will have flexible opening hours: Tues & Thur&@00Wed 9.60.0Q Fri 9.304.30, Sat 9.a000,e 30
hours/week. Monday is Staff catghday and dayff-in-lieu of Saturday working.

They hope to fit over 50 working seats in the new building. How big the Lichfield Family History and Herita
Centre will be is up to the Library.

At the newSRO thewill aim to supplgocument requests within 20 mivith amaximum of three requests.
Last ordewill be1/2 hr before closing. Advanced order will be preferable. | believe this time is to include
documents held at Beaconside thdugt this will e achieved was vague!

Thechanges to the Diocesan Rec@ftfice havebeen discussed last week with the Dean, result not disclosed

The Project as outlined is NOT dependant on the sale of WSL building which anyway is owned by the Tru:
not SCC.

They have reached 1t¥estimatedunding from Archives and SCC match funding. They are going for
Heritage Lottery Stage One in this April. If this is approved some time before the end of 2014, this will give
them the money to produce fullyalse designs and go to Tender some time in 2015. Stage Two would be F
Grant with construction starting 2015/17. This would take about a year at least so earliest occupation is
2017/18.A further consultation is promiskedorethe Final Design is commsisned for the project.
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The important thing from our point of view is that she wants our input and we can send it after our next
Committee Meeting.

Anybody wishing to add their own input to the Consultation can either do it at Lichfield Record @ffice or o
line at staffordshire.gov.uk/yourcouncil/consultationandfeedback bgr@try 2014.

There is a lot more to this proposal that needs teasing out into the open but any alternative proposals hawv
produce similar results with no more costs!
A verytough position.

PaulNorris

Charles Charlesworth and Frank Swingewood

The one hundredth anniversary of the start of the First World War comes this year, and there will be mem:
events throughout. As it happens | have been researching the hisioitaffordshire lads who served their
country in this conflict, and itds fitting to c
widow and child. Both came from the area north of Burslem and a little to the south of Battuimreb

miners. Their service records have not survived (Most WWI Army records were destroyed by German bon
the next war), but in any case would have been brief summaries of where they served.

The Museum of the Staffordshire Regiment at Whittingmmlichfield has a wealth of material relating to the
Regiment going back to the Peninsular War. The material it holds is about the regiment and its units as a
and contains little if any information about individual soldiers.

But it is possible tadce what units were doing in most of the major wars, from the War Diaries, and from th
one can put together a picture of what the individual soldier experienced.

Both Charles Charlesworth and Frank Swingewood joindtBhttation (The Prince of Welé s ) Nor t h
Staffordshire Regiment.

The 7" Battalion was formed in August 1914 and later in that year moved to Salisbury Plain. In January 19
they were in Basingstoke, in February 1915 in Blackdown, basically training and waiting to go abroad. In J
1915 the Battalion sailed for Gallipoli and landed thendy,istdying until January 1916 when they were in
Egypt, moving to Mesopotamia in February 1916. They remained in Mesopotamia for much of the rest of t
war but ended it Persia in 1918.

Frank Swigewood must hawalisted quite eardg he wrote a letter to his sister from Basingstoke where the
Battalion was in January 1915. His medal card says that he entered conflict at Gallipoli. He would have la
Cape Hellas in the Dardanalles on 1119dfy. At that time the British and Allied forces were still confined to &
narrow coastal strip, having landed in April , and all British soldiers were within artillery range of the Turkis
Forces. The Battalionds Waench arfare with theeTarkish sokliers h a t
sometimes in their trenches only 10 to 20 yams dahe weather was often poor, in Novembebaoember

it was very cold and they often had\y rains leading to much nand later oo frosts and snow. The
campaign was a failure and th8&ttaliorwas evacuateahist under attack from the Tuyks 8/9 January

1916. It must have beegraelling experience for Frafde which he was awarded the 1915 star.

At some time after that Frank was transfeadidet Royal Army Ordnance Corps and his connection with the
Staffordshire Regiment ends. His service record has been destroyed so we do not know where he was or
he was doing fdhe remainder of the conflieithough he did survive.
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CharleCharlesworth must have enlisted later as he entered the war for the first time when the Battalion w.
Mesopotamia. Thé Battalion arrived iMesopotamia on 29 February 1@l®iost as soon as possible after
itds evacuati on ffiperiod ofCeyperatidhenlEbygtd mozecharthvearddtimrough the
country, some small scale fightsane periods of trainidghere were new drafts arriving to replace the losses
at Gallipolio and periods of recreation when sports and games tooklpleseimmer was hot and there were
comgaints about equipment par ti cul arl 'y t he s ol dnsugabl®é €ampsewere s W
guardedpartly against the enemy but just as much to prevent thieving by local Arabs. The winter was very
and wet and they were often in marshy areas by the rivers.

The Battalion moved back into the front line on 17 January 1917. On the mornindg"aittBed36m there

was a major assault on the Turkish positions before Kut el Amara, on the bank&pofligas in the east of

Irag, approaching the Iranian border. The North Staffs were on the left and thetéV&egiment were on

the right both going in with bayonets. Initially successful the attack took the first line of enemy defences bt
there wa a fierce counter attack which stopped the advance. Fighting continued until 3.00pm, when the T
launched a massive counter attackl beig overwhelmed by enemy bombirsse woultbe infantry

throwing bombsna an aerial bombardméie Battatin evacuated the line and fell back to the position
where they had started, leaving many casualties on the field. Overall when all the field ambulances and dr
stations had been checked the Gaalalty figures were 55 killed, 163 wounded andsé#@rfirstial figures

had included far meras missing and fevkdled.)

During the night the Battalion was withdrawn and replaced by another unit who the next day succeeded in
taking althe Turkish positionthe backbone of resistance having been broken the previous day.

There is no information as to how or just when Charles was killed but it was during this assault. He is burie
the British cemetery in Amaris cemetery is still theoescribed as agqceful garden with many flowers but
has effectively been abandoned by the Commonwealth War Graves CorAmiasaoiVar Cemetery contains
4,621 burials of the First World War, more than 3,000 of which were broughtdetoateey after the
Armistice 95 ofthe graves are unidentified. 1B33ll of the headstones were removed from this cemetery
when it was discovered that salts in the soil were causing them to deteriorate. Instead a screen wall was
with the names of those buried in the cempengrawkupon it and there is a single memorial cross.

In 2003 during the Irag war a unit of the Brifigiy rediscovered the cemetstill cared for by the original
Iragi custodian. In 2011 his son, still thegppealed on the internet for helpisg that no one had visited the
cemetery for eight years and he didndt know wha

This summer thousands will visit the cemeteriam@amdrials on the Western Framd one will visit Amara.

Richard Totty December 2013
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Sooilt For Choice

| found the article below, listing the hotels, inns and pubs of 1833, in a copy of the Lichfield Mercury from
1913.

T
cene, whilst the

ainbulance, The
ﬂeld Nursing Home, and
La the General Hospltal ut

hgham, wlmre.
tion too j
d 3
the uWor o
aceident,

LICHFIELD 80 YEARS AGO;

Public Houses Then and Now.

1t is always interesting to be able to take n
glimpse into the past, and particularly the past
of a place with which one happeas to he assoei-
ated either by birth or long residence. We
have just come across a volume which, prosaic
4 thougn it be, throws an iuteresting light on the
life of Lichfield eighty years ago, and of the
| trades and callings then pursued. Those were
4 the days before the great breweries camc into
existence, and wheu good' *home brew” was
the favourite beverage. 1t is remarkuble to
recall that eighty years-ago there were no less
than 19 malsters carrying on business in Lich-
field, and the list of these included the name
‘| of the late Colonel John Gilbert. V.D., one of
| the founders of the Lichfield Brewery Ccmpany,
‘| Limited, which has had such & unique and pros-
‘| perous career in the City. Others in the list,
which is as follows, may also be we!l remem-
bered: — James Binns, Stowe BStreel; John

i| Bond, Greenhill; Chas. Bond, Bird Stmet

John Coxon Greenhdl l-mne:.s Dean, Gteen-

hill; John Gdberf., ‘ Greenhill; Rich-
ard” Greenough, Bacon Street; Joseph
Hawkins, Bacon = Street; Jas. Iawks-

worth (who was also & corn and hop merchant),

| Hotels, Inns, and Taverns.
r h' Acorn Iun, I‘amwurth Street, William Mark~‘
oW,
* Angel Inn, Markel Streez, Ca.th anner
. *Bald Buck Imn, G
* Bowling Green Inn, Alex James.
#*Britaonia Inn, Stowe Street, Thomas Smith.
Bull's Head Inn, Tamworth Street, James
Dabbs.
* Castle Inn, Market Street, John Cox.
* Chequers Iun, Stowe Street, John Acton.
City Arms, St. John Street, John Cooper.
Coach and Horses, St. John Strect, Thomas
Cork.
Coach Makers’ Arms, Tsmwort.h ‘Street, Jno.
Heap.
'lémn Keys, Lombard Street, James Gee.
Dolphin, Boar Street, Thomas Duzham..
* Duke of York, Greenhill, Thomas Hnywood
.. *Duke of Welhugton, ermlughz\m Road,
Lydiz Summerfield.
*Fountain Inn, Bacon Street, Thomas Gough.
#George Hotel, Bird Street, ’Robert Sharp

George and Dmgau, Bacon Street. Isaac |-

Brabbins. -
- *George 1V., Boar Street, George Al’dnt\‘..
*Goat's Head, Breadmarket Strect, Margaret
Slater. - 3
* Gresley Arms, Gresley Row,
Hitehinson.
* Holly Bush, Tlmwort.h Street, lnu l’xeker
'ﬂ!g; =

Katherine

* Horse and_Jo Jock y,. Sandford Street, Johnd
Meacham,” j
Kiug 's Arms, Tamworth Street, Thnmaa Btrin-

‘ Kina’s Head, Bird Street, Thomas Philip,
* Levet’s Arms, Frog Lane, Edward Cook.
Lemon Tree, Bacon Street, Sarah Whitaker.
Lord Nelson, 8t, John Street homes Ro-
berts (town crier).
= * Lord Roduey, Wade BStreet, Georse Grif-
n.

* Malt Shovel Butcher Row, James Shingler.
m“lluq Angleuey, St. John Street Sarah

Frogmorton Street; Wm. T. Higgins. 1"
Street; Geo. Kennedy, Tamworth Strect; Jas.
Nevill, Lombard Street; Chas. Rildell, Lom-
bard Street Franeis Smith, Lombard Street
Richard Tooth, St. John Strcet, Chas. Webb
Boar Street; Chas. Willdey, Lombaxd Strect.
and Gmngs Farm; ' George Wilday, Bacon
Street; and James Woollcy, Boar Streot. &

Bezcon Street, it will be observed, was then -
| Bacon Street; Frog Lane was Frégmorton
Street (of which there is still a reminder in the

residence of Alderman Walmesley. which is
| styled Frogmrorton iousc); and Bore Street
was Boar Strect. In those dlys the * Meircury”
was published in Boar Street by James |
Amphlett, “the Father of the Press,” an ex-
cellent portrait of whom adorns the wn]ls of the
‘| Editor's room &t the present time.

A comparison as to the number of licensed
houses then and now will net be withont interest.
In ‘1833 there were 72 licensed houses, includ-
{ ing 17 beerhouses, and the popuiation was 6,400,
giving one licensed house for ahout every 88
persons. Af the lasy Licensing Sessipns for the
City it wos reported that there were 65 licensed
honses, including three beerhouses, and the pop-
ulation of the City was 8,617, giving an average
of sbout 133 persons to each licensed house.
Since then the Ring o' Bells, Stowe Street, and

the Wheatsheaf, Bird Street, have been closed.
| Many of the houses in existence eighty years
ago we have still with us, thesc being marked
in the following list with an asterisk.  The
Lord Nelmn, in, St. John Street, was kept by |
Thomas b who was 't Town |
1 Crier of Lichfield on July 16th. 1822. A fine !
portrait of him 'is (o -be-seen in -the-Reading
Room, at the Free Library. The list of licensed
Tiouses is as follows :— .

Mitre, Tamworth Street, ‘W. Brevitt.

*0ld Crown Iun, Bore Sh-eet Beuumm ‘and
William Mansell,

Queen's Head, Boar Btreet, George Sbnrman.
* Robin Hood, 8t. John Street, J. Page.

Rose and Crown, Bird Street, William Wheat-

ey, ¢
* Royal Oak, Sandyway, John Sadler.
' 'R:ynl Oak, Sandford Street, C‘hnrles Hould-
crof!
* Bcales, Market Street, William HJIL X
3 *Seven Stars, Stowe Street, Edwnrd Arblns-
er.
Ship, Sandford Street, John Wnlker. >
* Shoulder of Muiton, Londow Road, Rd. Bird.
*Bwan Hotel, Bird Smet T. Dunn. :
Talbot Inn Bl.td Street, Anu Jones.
'ally-ho, Wade Street, Jas. Naden, =
Tankard, Sandford Streot., J. Slater,
* Three Crowna Market Place, Joseph | Cnto.
*Three Tuns, Sn.nr}yw ‘Bly.
* Turk’s Head, Sanaford Stmet, ane ’.ood
win.
Waggon and Horses, Greenlull Geo Bm-ton
Whent Sheaf, Bird Street, Jno.. G
‘Whel; Beadon Btreet, John enbnn. 3
‘White ‘Lion, Gallows W] L, David Wood.
* Windsor éutle, Dam Street, ‘Wm. Moore.
‘Woolpack, Boar Street, Wni. Simnett. :
Beer-houses. 4
Anchor, New Road, Thos. Baker.
Bear, Bacon Street, Robert Green. :
Board, Bu'mmgham Road, Henry Genders.
Blue Cock. Gresley Row, Jnmes Thacker.
Blue Man, 8t. John Sireet, Jas, Brockes.
Bilue Bell, Gay Ln., John Horton, .
Blue Bou Green&uﬂ, J. Burton,
Boot, Stowe Street, John Acton.
Bricklayers Arms, Gresley Bow, Wm. Smith.’
Eight Bells, Stowe Street, Thomas Walton.
King William, Greenhill, ‘Daniel Provdman.
bol(lsons A.rms, Butcher Row, Francis Middle-
Paul Pry, Sandford Street, E. Woldren.
- Plough;- nge L., Tlms Sherratte—>
Scotts Arms, Dam Street, F. R. Wakelin.
*Spread Eagle, Greenhill, Thos. Thorneloe.

Those were the days of the old stage coaeh,
a kind . of locomotion of whichi Dickens has
written so delightfully, but to which we should
scarcely like to return, at uny rate during such
severe weather as we have experienced during
the past weck. L:chﬁelu was evidently a place

of bl , and  res
throughout the cwntryslde had to come into
the Cibty before embarking upon a joarney of
any magnitude. At the “Lord Nelsou" the

“Umpire  called at 10 o'clock every night, ex-
cept Sunday, on the way to London.  The
Talbot Inn stood on the site now occupied by
Messrs. Jones and Co.'s xstablishment, and
from here the “Amity” ran to Shefficld and
Leeds at 8-45 a.m. dnily, except Sunday. 'The
“Shepherd” left the Angel Inn, Ma:ket Street,
daily for Birmingham at & a.m., and the “True
Blue” from the King's Head at the same hour,
while from the latter house every evening, ex-
cept Sunday, the coasch ran to Rugeley. The
coaches called alternately at the *“George’” and
the “Swan” for London at 7-30 a.:d. and Liver-
pool at 8 a.m., Sheffield at 8-30 a.m., Birming-
ham at 3 p.m., and Walsall and Wolu rhampton
at 3-45 p.m., and Sheffield and Neitingham at
12 noon, and Birmingham at 7 p.m. ‘The mail
for Cheﬁur and Holyhead left the *“George”
at 1@ a.m., and for Londou at 4'p.m., and for
Manchesbar at 1045 a.m., and Birmingham at
5-30 p.m., while from the “Swan’ the coach
for Liverpool started «t 9 a.m. and for London
at 3 a.m.

In those days also the canals ‘formed a  fre-
quent mode of-transit for both passengers and
articles of merchandise.

Yew Tree, Burton Boad, William Sharrod.

Lichfield was much frequented by travellers and was a noted coaching city. Visitors and locals were certai
spoilt for choice. However coastceased to run through the city in 1838, with the completion of the railway

between London and Liverpool, via Birmingham and Stafford. Several hostelries closed, but the buildings
often still extant and their names betray their former identity.

PeterEvans
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Joya de Ceren, E I Salvador €é the PO

Forming part of the Pacific Ring of Fire, El Salvador has a very long history of volcanic and tectonic activit
with over 600 volcanic formations and up to 50 earth tremors a week. ivityihasted to the preservation

of the remarkable time capsule of Joya de Ceren, a Mayan village which was buried under more than 6 m
volcanic ash at the end of tiecéntury. The site uniquely gives an insight into the everyday life of Mayan
farmers rather than the elite ruling and priestly classes more usually associated with Mayan sites. It was
recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1993.

Around 200AD, cednal and western parts of what is now El Salvador were buried under thick layers of volce
ash from the llopango volcano. The area was then abandoned until around 400AD by which time the ash
weathered into fertile soil and resettlement begandeJégaen was founded before the end of'ticer@ury

but around 600AD it was destroyed by the eruption of the Loma caldera about one kilometre away which |
the village under®7 metres of ash.

The remains were discovered in 1976 when work oeragewt project to construct grain silos resulted in the
exposure of an adobe structure by a bulldozer. The photograph below shows the grain silos to the right o
road whilst to the lefs the archaeological site, with shelters erected to proteshtiesywhichnow occupies

the land identified for the expansion of the grain storage facility.

Photo 1 Site view with grain silos
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